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Township and Surrounds
Harrietville has a host of walking tracks around the 
township that offer locals and visitors a glimpse 
into the history and nature of the area.  Trailhead 
information shelters at the beginning of each 
main track network provided more detail on walks, 
whilst interpretive signs highlight points of inter-
est along the way.
 

Tronoh Lake Reserve Walking Tracks
Short distances.  Grade 2, no bushwalking 
experience required.  Well formed with some steps.  
Clearly sign posted.  
A series of short walking tracks are found within 
the Reserve, weaving through native bush along 
the East Branch of the Ovens River and around the 
dredge holes.  Many historic and natural features 
can be found within the reserve, some of which 
have been highlighted by interpretive signs.  

Dredge Hole Loop: Beginning at the Tronoh 
Dredge Hole car park, this loop is a pleasant stroll 
around the ponds left by the mammoth Tronoh 
dredge.  There are several spots to picnic and a 

pleasant fern-filled gully crossing Simmons Creek.  
This loop also links with Hance’s Mine Tk, the East 
Ovens River Tk, and Landmates Levee Wall Track. 

Hance’s Mine:  A deep lead alluvial mine re-opened 
by Mr. Don Hance during the 1970s and 1980s.  The 
workings mined gold-bearing alluvial gravels not 
able to be accessed by the bucket dredges.  

Landmates Levee Wall Track:  An earth bank 
constructed by the Tronoh Company to divert the 
course of the East Branch of the Ovens River as 
part of the preparatory works associated with the 
Tronoh bucket dredge during the 1940s. 

Riverside Walk  
Short Distance: 0.5km, 15 minutes return.  Long 
Distance: 1.6km, 45 minutes return.  Grade 2, no 
bushwalking experience required.  Well-formed 
track with no steps.  Clearly sign posted.  
Start at Pioneer Park. For a short loop walk south 
along the East Branch of the Ovens River to 
Feathertop Lane.  Turn right and continue to the 

Great Alpine Road and then turn right again back 
to Pioneer Park.   For a longer loop continue along 
the Ovens River to Bon Accord Track.  This walk 
hugs the lower section of the East Branch of the 
Ovens River and the start of the Bon Accord Walk-
ing Track.  One of the many features is the site of 
an early Chinese mining settlement where as up-
wards of 100 men lived and worked gold deposits 
along the river for several decades from the 1860s.  

 
Charlie Miley   
Short Distance: 0.5km, time: 15 minutes return.  
Long Distance: 1.6km, time: 45 minutes return. 
Grade 2, no bushwalking experience required.  
Well-formed track with no steps.  Clearly sign 
posted. 
This track is named for local world champion axe-
man, Charlie Miley.  Following the West Branch 
of the Ovens River, the track passes early shallow 
alluvial workings of the Chinese miners.  Thence 
over river flats later worked by hydraulic sluicing 
and bucket dredging.  A short detour visits the site 
of a small waterwheel driven battery site operated 
by gold miner Henry Wraith during the early 1900s. 

East Branch Ovens River Track
Distance: 2.2km, return via the same route.  
Grade 3, bushwalking skills required.  Summer, 
low-water level times only.  River crossings.  
This track follows the course of a management 
vehicles track, along the East Branch of the Ovens 
River.  The river track finishes at the base of Cham-
pion Spur.   The track has many river crossings and 
is prone to seasonal flood damage.    Do not at-
tempt to use this track if the river levels are high and 
water is moving swiftly!

Harrietville Shared Trail
Distance: 10km return, 2 hours
Grade 1, no bushwalking experience required.  
Sealed track with gentle hills and no steps.  
Clearly sign posted.  The fully sealed track is 
suitable for walkers and cyclists of all abilities.  
Ride or walk this sealed track from Pioneer Park to 
Stony Creek, right by the local trout farm.  The trail 
heads north, down the valley taking in farm and 
river views.  Numerous spots to stop along the way 
and enjoy the beauty of the Upper Ovens Valley.  
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